
According to VPr. 4.1-2, m, in any context, and n, within a word, becomes anusv‡ra before a 
spirant, or r, regardless of whether it occurs initial in a conjunct or not.  In the M‡dhyandina 
¯atapatha Br‡hmaıa (Gian Publishing House, 1987, Delhi), the anusv‡ra is marked variously 
with gomukha signs accompanied by any of the following: bindu, candra-bindu, and candra-
bindu with vir‡ma marker.

Gomukha with bindu:

CzNd;\…s s…mı;in (¯.Br. I.3.1.6) Vol. I, p.118
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [bottom line]

n;∑;̂,;\ rÄ=s;mphNt;ô || (¯. Br. I.3.1.8) Vol. I, p.119
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [bottom line]

t∂≤=,;y;\ ≈o,* (¯. Br. I.2.6.6) Vol. I, p.110
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [line3]

Gomukha with candrabindu:
{s vvisr~asayati} (¯. Br. I.2.6.6) Vol. I, p. 110.

View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [line1]

t∂≤=,;y;\ ≈o,* (¯. Br. I.2.6.6) Vol. I, p.110
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [2nd line]

Gomukha with candrabindu and virama:

VvW$ ≠két\ ÛtmevmSywte„vGbuWu .vit || (¯. Br. I.2.6.17) Vol. I, p. 116.
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [bottom line]

{s prakxpt~a hEvAsya} (¯. Br. I.2.6.6) Vol. I, p. 110.
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [line1]

{s vvisr~asayati} (¯. Br. I.2.6.6) Vol. I, p. 110.
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [line2]

Also there are places where the number six (in Devan‡gar„) with a dot is used to mark anusv‡ra.

e.g., yq;pUVvR\ hvI\ÖiW p[o+y | (¯. Br. I.1.3.11) Vol. I, p.32
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [bottom line]

Candra-bindu with the number two or three below, followed by two daıÛas and an avagraha is 
also found.  In all cases the candra-bindu is preceded by long ‡ and followed by a vowel.  We 
suppose that this indicates prolongation of the ‡ to the length indicated by the numeral below the 
candra-bindu, i.e. to two or three m‡tras.  VPr. 3.130 provides that n is deleted and the preceding 
vowel is nasalized in this context.  VPr. 3.131 provides that this occurs only in this context 
according to Aupa˜avi.

e.g., aÖ¶e mh;\ô 2|| åa…s (¯. Br. I.3.4.2) Vol. I, p.147
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [top line]
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ar;\ô 2 || åîv;¶e (¯. Br. I.3.4.15) Vol. I, p.150
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [top line]

dev;\ô 2 || åa;Jyp;\ 2 || åa;ôvheûit (¯. Br. I.3.4.17) Vol. I, p.151
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [top line]

dev;\ô 3 || å¨xto (¯. Br. I.6.1.16) Vol. I, p.266
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [2nd line]

dev;\ 2 || å¨Öp (¯. Br. III.1.3.2) Vol. II, p.595
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [top line]

mh;\ 2 || åîÖN{o (¯. Br. IV.2.7.18) Vol. II, p.125
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [top line]

g[Öh;\ 2 || åA?y;s…mÖit (¯. Br. IV.3.4.12) Vol. II, p.165
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [2nd line]

h…vÖ„m;\ 3 || åaStu (¯. Br. III.7.3.12) Vol. II, p.889
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [bottom line]

In the ¯atapatha Br‡hmaıa, Witzel Ms.134, there is an occurance of candra-bindu with the 
number three below.

e.g., 3 ao\' 3 …mÖTyeteÖno MS. 134, folio 60 recto.
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [top line]

The corresponding text in the printed version (Gian Publishing House, 1987, Delhi) has only the 
number three without any candra-bindu.

ÂpmuûpgCzTyo 3 mo 3 …mÖTyeteÖno (¯. Br. I.3.3.1) Vol. I, p.131
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [bottom line]

According to VPr. 4.10, before semivowels other than r, an m becomes the nasalized semivowel 
homorganic with the following semivowel, and according to VPr. 4.14, an n followed by l 
becomes a nasalized l.  Both in the printed text and the manuscript, before y and v, a bindu 
(without candra) is used over the preceding ak˘ara.  In the printed edition l is doubled and 
candra-bindu is used over the ak˘ara preceding the first l.  The latter is perhaps indicative of 
nasalized vowel preceding the resulting double l, a sandhi prescribed by TPr. 5.31, "‚treya holds 
that, when a nasal mute becomes l, the previous vowel is nasalized."

e.g., Sk…•ÖTyy' v;ôåaSywÖ (¯. Br. I.2.2.19) Vol. I, p.74
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [top line]

t¥Ö…dm;\ôLlok;init (¯. Br. I.2.2.21) Vol. I, p.75
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [2nd line]

There are instances in the printed edition where candra-bindu or bindu is used before a sibilant 
initial in a conjunct with t or c.  This is seen whenever there is sandhi between n and c or t.  In 
accordance with VPr. 3.134-135, an anusv‡ra is inserted (3.131) according to Aupa˜avi, or the 
preceding vowel is nasalized (3.130) according to the VPr. itself.
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e.g., yÖjm;n;\St;ônsurr=s;ôin (¯. Br. I.1.1.16) Vol. I, p.11
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [top line]

p[;jny\SteW;' (¯. Br. I.6.2.4) Vol. I, p.272
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [3rd line]

j;\St) ty;ô∞ RHẑ;ôMy\íc;r (¯. Br. I.6.3.10) Vol. I, p.282
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [top line]

amOtTvmp;jy'StÖSm;√ wêdevm( | (¯. Br. III.4.5.28) Vol. II, p.785
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [3rd-4th line]

Exceptions to this rule are seen where a gomukha is used in place of candra-bindu; the 
unaccented text has candra-bindu with vir‡ma.  The passage is cited in ¯Br. from VS 1.28 
(Satavalekar), where candra-bindu (without vir‡ma) is used.

e.g., y;mwÖry\íN{Öm…s (¯. Br. I.2.3.19) Vol. I, p.83
View Scan [.png]  High Res [.tif]  [5th line]

From these observations it can be concluded that anusv‡ra before spirants, whether conjuncted or 
not, is indicated by one of the types of gomukha with bindu, or candra-bindu, or candra-bindu 
with vir‡ma.  Anun‡sika (nasalization) is indicated by candra-bindu (without vir‡ma).  A 
nasalized stop or semivowel y or v homorganic with the following stop or semivowel is indicated 
by bindu (without candra).
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